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A message from our city
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Mayor Jeffery D. Schielke

Welcome to Batavia Neighbors!

A message from our chamber
MainStreet is not a governmental

who work

I can’t help but reflect on my

body, we all benefit from Britta

diligently every

gratitude for the people who make

McKenna’s dedication to the heart

day to provide

this an increasingly astonishing

of Batavia—its downtown. To be the

the products

community. It seems that in

Executive Director of the Chamber

and services each of us need to

virtually every direction I turn, I

of Commerce at this moment

make our lives more wonderful.

come face-to-face with people who

in its history—keeping up with

As we approach Thanksgiving,

are nothing short of inspiring.

this extraordinary group—is an

I am grateful that nearly 19 years

intimidating gift indeed.

ago, Judi and I purchased a house

As we approach Thanksgiving,

Batavia benefits from phenomenal
leadership at each of its

At the Chamber, an extraordinary

in this beautiful enclave called

governmental bodies—and enjoys

group of business and civic

Batavia. I am even more grateful

unprecedented intergovernmental

leaders has joined the Board and

that it has become our home. Happy

cooperation. I am thankful for

is creating a dynamic vision for

Thanksgiving Batavia!

Mayor Jeff Schielke’s leadership,

this organization. They are sincere,

Dr. Jack Barshinger’s vision for the

dedicated, thoughtful, provocative

School District; George Scheetz’s

and extremely generous. I am

stewardship at the Library, and

thankful for their enthusiastic

Mike Clark’s energy at the Park

support. I am also grateful for the

District. And while Batavia

hundreds of Chamber members

4

Roger Breisch
Executive Director
Batavia Chamber of Commerce
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~ By Kish Pisani

Meet your Good Neighbor

Mildred Bailey

Mildred Bailey is one busy lady.
It’s not uncommon for her phone
to ring from 7am to 10pm throughout any given day. People in need
know they can call “Mother”
Bailey when they can’t call anyone
else. This energetic volunteer
is known for her work with the
ACCESS Toy Drive, Food Pantry,
Unwed Mothers Clothes Closet,
her church and anyone in need of
assistance.
A resident of Batavia for almost
40 years, Bailey and her husband
Roy have one son, Roy Jr., a daughter-in-law, and two grandchildren,
one in college and one a policeman
in Oswego. She says that while
Roy Jr. is her first son, she probably
has 500 kids in Batavia – people she
has helped over the years.
Bailey began volunteering
when she was a child. “My mom
always made us do volunteer work
whether we wanted to or not,” says

”Mother” Bailey to many
Bailey. “As Christian
children, we had to help
other people.”
Throughout the years,
Bailey has coordinated the
ACCESS Toy Drive. Many
Batavia children will have
a Christmas complete
with gifts provided
for and organized by
Bailey and her volunteers
through this important
program. She starts
working on the next year’s
drive the day after Christmas. She’ll accept toys throughout
the year and will store them anywhere in her home or others.
When she’s not gathering toys, she’s
working at the Batavia Food Pantry.
She notes that many of the people
using the pantry are simply out of
work or “they’re the working person
just barely getting by,” she says. The
Food Pantry will also make Thanksgiving happen by providing turkeys
for those in need.
And if the Food Pantry isn’t enough
to keep her busy, there’s the Clothes
Closet and the work she does for
unwed mothers, gathering supplies
for the young mothers who need help
starting out.
She wakes up each day saying
“Lord, give me somebody I can help
today. If I have problems, I don’t
want to think about them,” she says.
“At the end of the day, I feel better
about myself, I don’t let little things

bother me, I don’t let my problems
stop me,” she says.
When a fire burned down their
house years ago, just days before
Thanksgiving and when she was
in the middle of another toy drive,
she notes that the community came
together to help get their house
together. “God spared our life, and
we’re still here. People thought we
lost everything, but through it all
we have been blessed,” says Bailey.
Bailey credits people in Batavia for making everything come
together. She refers to the Mother’s
Club as “her angels” and Mayor
Schielke as her second son. She
says he’s always been open to putting her on a city council agenda if
there is something she needs.
She’s not interested in awards or
a pat on the back. She does what
she does because it’s the right thing
to do.
“When I wake up in the morning, my son is on the way to work,
my granddaughter is in college, my
grandson is home from work as a
police officer and I know everyone
is safe, that’s all I need,” she says.
Batavia is truly blessed to have
Mother Bailey.

How to help…

Clothes Closet — (630) 406-0036
Food Pantry — (630) 879-3784
Mildred Bailey —(630) 879-3974
to donate items for Access Toy Drive

Neighbors of Batavia wants to recognize a Good Neighbor in each issue. Nominations are always
welcome. Email kish@emeraldmarketing with your Good Neighbor story suggestions.

All � want

�or �hristmas…

One family –
three generations
of holiday shoppers
look for the perfect
gifts right here in
Batavia.
continued on page 8

Family Portrait
Photo session includes
$150 in prints.
$300
Indigo Photographic, Inc.
117 S. Batavia Ave.
(630) 761-2990

by Kish Pisani
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All I want for Christmas…

~ By Kish Pisani

Neighbors of Batavia

More shoppers than ever will
take advantage of using the
internet to double click their
way through gift buying for the
holidays this year. Yes, the internet
is convenient. Yes, the gifts come
right to the door and someone else
can even do the wrapping. Yet
online shopping doesn’t come with
the sound of the Salvation Army
volunteers ringing the bell at the
front of the store, or the feel of the
frigid air as you whisk through the
parking lot and go store to store.
And when you enter the credit
card number into the computer, no
one is there to say “Have a Merry
Christmas,” “Happy Hanukah” or
“Happy Holidays.” Most would
agree, while convenient, it doesn’t
feel like the holidays.
So we asked one family to help us

out by selecting one member of each
of three generation to come up with a
list of items they would like to receive
or give to someone close to their age.
The logical choice in Batavia is
the Barkei-Nelson family. Kathy
Barkei’s family has a long tradition
of shopping in Batavia. Her family
owned Perna shoe store in downtown
Batavia. As the oldest of eight
children, she worked at the store from
the time she was 12 until she married
her husband Randy, also a native of
Batavia. Kathy is passionate about
shopping in Batavia and supporting
the local economy. And now with
five kids ranging in age from 22 to 30
and eight grandchildren, she’s doing
just that.
Holiday shopping is especially
nostalgic for Kathy. She recalls as
a child when their neighbors, who

became like
surrogate
grandparents
to the family,
would walk
the kids to the
Ben Franklin
in downtown
Batavia so the
kids could do
Christmas
shopping. “We
went in any
kind of weather
and we walked everywhere,” she
says.
Her parents used to shop for
presents at Swansons Hardware
Store since they stocked toys
during the holidays. Her dad used
to keep the gifts covered in the
basement of the shoe store. Kathy

Kathy Barkei

Kathy loves to shop so this task was easy. She continues to do her food
shopping at Amstadt’s just like her mom did when it was called Walts. As a
busy realtor, she’ll gladly make the time to take her grandchildren shopping,
to the movies or out for a treat. She said she rarely leaves Batavia to shop
because everything she needs is right here.
Wearever Platinum Hard Anodized
10-piece cookset
It’s time for new pans!
$79.99
Target
115 N. Randall Road
(630) 406-8152

Office High Back Leather Chair
Kathy is a busy realtor and this
chair is just what
she needs.
Tanning Package Gift Certificate
$99
Because everyone needs a little
Office Max
color in the winter months.
321 N. Randall Road
$50
(630) 761-3920
The Island Tanning Salon
30 N. Island
(630) 761-3920

continued on page 12

Barkei’s passion for Batavia
shopping goes back to when
her parents owned Perna’s
shoe store downtown.

admits she caught on to this at an
early age.
Shopping is the task for this
family. Meet Kathy Barkei, her
daughter Courtney Nelson and
her granddaughter Grace Nelson.
Here’s a sampling from each of
their lists, and yes, we checked
them twice…

Hair Care Gift
Certificate
A gift for someone to
get their haircut
at Sue’s.
$100
Sue’s Family Hair Co.
139 S. Batavia Ave.
(630) 879-2278

Black Embroidered Sketchers
You can never have too many shoes.
$69.99
Famous Footware
345 N. Randall Road
(630) 761-4565

Continued on page 10

All I want for Christmas…

Neighbors of Batavia

Courtney Nelson

As a wife and busy mom of two,
Grace, age four and Jacob, age two
Courtney can still find time for
shopping. She grew up in Batavia
and now works at St. Anne’s Church
in Oswego in the children’s education
department. The Nelson family loves
to be outdoors and they can often be
found fishing, swimming or even
bringing the television outside to
watch a Bears or Cubs game.
Courney’s list is perfect for a busy
mom who likes to have fun and
spend time with family and friends.

Beaded Bracelet
Moms still like to get jewelry.
$74.99
K Hollis Jewelers
147 S. Randall Road
(630) 879-8003

Grace Nelson

“Gracie” is the four-year-old
spirited daughter of Courtney. She’s
in preschool and loves to do outdoor
activities with her family but she’s
also a “girly-girl” who loves ballet
and dance. She’s busy with the
Batavia Park District gymnastics
pre-flipper program. Of all her
grandchildren, Kathy says that
Grace is the best shopper, so she
goes often with her grandmother.
She’s also especially close to her
Grandpa Wayne on her dad’s side
and thought of him when she took
on this Christmas shopping task.
Here are some perfect gifts for
someone around Grace’s age.

continued on page 12

~ By Kish Pisani
Continued from page 9

Micro Fiber Pencil Coat
It’s time for a new coat and this one is
stylish and practical at the same time.
$70
Kohls
251 N. Randall Road
(630) 761-1212

“Child of my Heart”
Willow Tree Figurine
A perfect gift for a young mom.
$25
Abby’s Hallmark
53 S. Randall Road
(630) 879-0888
Bowling Gift Certificate
A great gift for family and friends who like to go out together
and do something fun.
$20
Funway, 1335 S. River Street
(630) 879-8717

Dora the Explorer
4-piece patio set
This is the perfect patio
set for any young child – it’s stylish
and fun!
$19.99
Target
115 N. Randall Road
(630) 406-8152

Ice Cream Gift Certificate
A perfect teacher or friend
gift certificate – everyone
likes ice cream!
$5
Batavia Creamery
4 N. Island Avenue
(630) 482-3729

Continued on page 12

Ultimate Car Wash Package
An easy gift for her husband.
$24
Tower Car Wash
2120 Main
(630) 406-1099

All I want for Christmas…

Neighbors of Batavia

Youngland Smocked
Plaid Dress
Grace is just as happy in a
pretty dress as she is in her
dance clothes.
$15.60
Kohl’s
251 N. Randall Road
(630) 761-1212

Birthday Party for 10
Grace wants to have her
birthday party here
and put it on her list
of great gift ideas
$75
CiCi’s Pizza
2014 W. Wilson Street
(630) 482-9160
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~ By Kish Pisani
Continued from page 11

Box of Candy
This is a special gift to
her Grandpa Wayne who
loves chocolate
$30
Fannie May
2012 W. Wilson Street
(630) 879-3539

While you may not be able to resist amazon.com again
this year, think about putting on the coat and scarf and
doing some of your shopping right here in Batavia.
Besides, those bell ringers work hard and the Salvation
Army can always use some spare change.
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General snow removal information for winter 2007-2008
During snowfall, the City of
Batavia spreads salt for deicing
on arterial streets and collector
streets at stop signs, hills, curves,
and intersections. After a snowfall
deicers are applied continuously
on all city streets. Occasionally,
salt may be applied prior to a snow
event to prevent icy conditions. In
addition, the city applies additives
to the salt, which accelerates
the melting process. After a
snow accumulation, crews begin
snowplowing operations; however,
cul-de-sacs will only be plowed
after an accumulation of over two
inches. Snowplows are designed to
unload snow to the side, forming a
wind row along the curb or edge of
pavement. This process is the most
efficient way to remove snow from

our streets. Please refer to the Goals
and Objectives below for estimates
of time for the plowing of your
street.
Streets are divided into four
priority levels based on traffic
volume and potential safety
concerns. Main thoroughfares,
classified as major arterial streets,
are always plowed first. Crews
then begin working on primary
collector streets, including main
streets through subdivisions, roads
that link arterials, and streets
with schools that are in session.
When crews complete the first two
plowing operations, they move on
to secondary streets, such as minor
residential roads and side streets.
Lastly, crews finish with cul-de-sacs,
parking lots, and alleys.

Snow and ice control is emergency work
The Batavia Public Works
Department is responsible for
providing snow and ice control for
the city infrastructure including 115
miles of streets, 168 cul-de-sacs, two
city cemeteries, 14 public building
parking lots, and numerous public
sidewalks.
Snow and ice control is considered
emergency work because pavement
must be cleared any time of the day
or night. Because of the potential
hazard to the motoring public and
high incidence of overtime involved
in this program, careful planning
and preparation must be done
prior to the snow and ice season.
This planning process is made
considerably more difficult due to
the variable conditions encountered
during each storm. Such things
as the rate and accumulation
of snowfall, moisture content,
temperature, time of day, wind
direction, velocity, and duration
are all factors that are taken into
consideration in our approach to
responding to each individual
snowstorm. No two storms are ever
identical and each must be handled
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differently.
Goals and Objectives:
The goal of the Public Works
Department is to make all city
streets and facilities safe and
accessible during the winter season.
Additional caution is advised,
however, when using city facilities
at this time because of the potential
for hazardous conditions caused
by snow, wind, and freezing
temperatures.
Efforts will be made to clear
all Major Arterials and Primary
Collectors to bare pavement during
the snowstorm. Secondary streets
will be plowed within eight hours
of the end of a snowfall, and courts
and cul-de-sacs will be done within
ten hours of the end of a snowfall.
During and after the storm, some
streets may be snow packed.
The Public Works Department
will also make public building
parking lots/sidewalk areas safe
and accessible for winter use during
and after a storm, in accordance
with our guidelines. Public Works
will attempt to maintain access to
the parking lots during business

hours, though the major clearing
operation is undertaken during
the evening or non-business hours.
Public Works will attempt to clear
sidewalks in designated areas to
a bare surface and maintain a safe
walking area for pedestrians within
12 hours of the end of the storm.
Additional caution is advised when
using public building parking
lots/sidewalks during the winter
season at high occupancy periods
when lots are filled to capacity, as
this makes it difficult to clear snow
effectively.
The Public Works Department
receives help from other city
departments in obtaining the
necessary results. The Police
Department enforces the city’s
parking restrictions, while
the Water, Electric, and Fire
Departments assist with plowing
operations.
Your cooperation with these
guidelines is appreciated and
will benefit all residents in the
community.

630-879-1424 • www.cityofbatavia.net

Helpful hints for winter safety on the streets
1. We need your help: Clearing
snow and ice from sidewalks and
driveways is the responsibility
of the residents and property
owners. The City of Batavia
appeals to citizens to clear
sidewalks, especially for children
walking to school. Be advised
that the Good Samaritan Law
prevents people from being sued
for performing an act or service
with the intent of helping people.
Parking on sidewalks may result
in a citation.
2. Safety: Please do your part
to help make our town free of
hazardous conditions. Do not
shovel, blow, or plow snow and
ice on or across the paved portion
of the street prior to or after the

plowing process has occurred.
In addition, please remember to
place garbage cans and recycling
bins away from the curbs or edge
of road during the snow plow
operation.
3. Parking Prohibited: Residents
should be advised that there will
be NO PARKING allowed on any
street during or after a snowfall in
which there is an accumulation of
two or more inches of snow. This
prohibition is in effect until 24
hours after the end of the snowfall
or until the street is plowed and
all snow is removed, whichever
occurs first.
4. Mailboxes: The City of
Batavia is not responsible for
repairing mailboxes damaged
by snowplows if the face of the
mailbox is less than sixinches
behind the back of curb or road
edge and or a height less than
42 inches above the road. It is
the responsibility of individual
homeowners to install and
maintain their mailboxes properly.
Properly installed mailboxes
damaged by City of Batavia

snow removal
equipment will be repaired or
replaced with a standard-type
mailbox and post with costs not to
exceed $50 each.

5. Questions: If a street has been
missed or there is a question
or concern relating to the snow
removal operations, please call
(630) 879-1424 ext.301 between the
hours of 7am and 4pm Monday
- Friday.

McGruff House
McGruff House is a program developed to help
ensure the safety of kids. A McGruff House member is
given a placard with a picture of McGruff, the Crime
Fighting Dog to be placed in their front window. Kids
are instructed that if they become lost, hurt or scared,
to run to a McGruff House member home. The Mcgruff
House member’s only responsibility is to provide a
locked door to protect the child until the police can

arrive and handle the child’s problems. Kids are taught
that a McGruff House member is a “safe stranger”
that they can trust for help. The best McGruff House
members are stay at home moms and retired persons.
If you would like more information on McGruff House,
please contact Officer Tim Mair at (630) 879-2840 or via
e-mail at tmair@cityofbatavia.net

Your elected city officials
Mayor–
Jeffery D. Schielke
City Clerk–
M. Hannah Volk
Treasurer–
Gerald R. Miller

Aldermen Serving through 2011
Garran Sparks, Ward 1
Alan Wolff, Ward 2
Cathy Barnard, Ward 3
Tom Schmitz, Ward 4
Forrest Nelson, Ward 5
Lisa Clark, Ward 6
Dave Brown, Ward 7

Aldermen Serving through 2009
Jodie Wollnik, Ward 1
Victor Dietz, Ward 2
Linnea Miller, Ward 3
Jim Volk, Ward 4,
Eldon Frydendall, Ward 5
Robert Liva, Ward 6
Nancy Vance, Ward 7
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2007 Leaf collection program continues
Leaves are raked into the
vacuum collection vehicle by street
department personnel. These
vehicles are designed to pick
up leaves only, not sticks, bags,
plastic bottles, and other foreign
objects. This debris will clog up
our equipment and slow down
the collection process. After the
street side collection of your leaves
is completed, they are delivered
to an agricultural site within the
Fermilab property. The leaves
are then spread evenly across a
designated field and tilled into the
soil. Therefore, it is very important
for the leaves to be free of all foreign
objects.
Please follow the guidelines listed
below:
• Please have leaves raked to the

parkway by 7am on the Monday
of your scheduled pickup week.
Crews will be picking up leaves
in the designated areas, rain
or shine. The crews will not
return to an area after they have
passed through once during the
scheduled week. If the crews pass
a home before the leaves are out,
the leaves may not be picked up
for two weeks.
• Please prevent possible flooding
by placing leaves in the grass
parkway just behind the curb or
edge of the street. Leaves in the
street can clog the storm drains
and create an unsafe driving
surface.
• Placing leaves along the parkway
in a WIND ROW RATHER THAN
A LARGE PILE will speed up the

2007 Leaf
Collection Schedule
East Side

West Side

Starts at 6am
November 13
November 26
(final pickup
weather
permitting)

Starts at 6am
November 5
November 19
December 3
(final pickup
weather
permitting)

vacuuming process.
Call (630) 879-1424, ext. 301 with
questions.
*Onyx/Veolia will pick up yard waste
containers until December 31. Call
Onyx/Veolia at (630)587-8282 if you
have any questions.

Comprehensive Plan for the
city available for review
As reported in the September/October issue of Neighbors of Batavia,
the City of Batavia is in the process
of formulating and adopting a new
Comprehensive Plan for the city.
The Comprehensive Plan states city
policies and goals covering a wide
range of issues relating to development of the community. In late
August, the city released a draft for
public review of the Comprehensive
Plan. Copies of this draft are available at City Hall, the Batavia Public
Library, and through the city’s
website at cityofbartavia.net. Please
take some time to review this draft
plan.
In the coming weeks, the Batavia
Plan Commission will reserve time
at each of its regularly scheduled
meetings to discuss the draft plan
and give citizens the opportunity to
comment. Your comments can also
be submitted over the telephone by
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calling the
City of Batavia
Community
Development
Department
Batavia Districts
at (630) 7891424. Email
comments as well to compplan@
cityofbatavia.net.
You may request a presentation of
the draft plan to your group or organization. The Batavia Plan Commission and city staff can spend a
few minutes with your group and
discuss this important document for
Batavia’s future. Please submit this
request and your contact information through the same phone number and email address above.
The public review of this draft
plan will conclude with a public
hearing before the Batavia Plan
Commission in mid-November to
review the revised draft plan. After

¯
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that, the Batavia City Council’s
Community Development Committee will review the plan at a
scheduled public meeting in early
December before recommending
the City Council’s possible adoption of the plan. The committee is
on course to have the City Council
review and decide on adoption of a
new comprehensive plan for the city
before the year’s end.
The City of Batavia encourages
everyone to review this plan and
get involved! Even though time is
running short, there’s still plenty of
opportunity to participate and help
shape the city’s future.

630-879-1424 • www.cityofbatavia.net

Help save lives – remind family, friends and
neighbors to adopt a simple lifesaving change
As the time change approaches
on Sunday, November 4, the Batavia
Fire Department wants to remind
residents to make another change
that could save their lives—
changing the batteries in their
smoke alarms.
Communities nationwide witness
tragic home fire deaths each year.
An average of three children per
day die in home fires and 80%
of those occur in homes without
working smoke alarms. Nonworking smoke alarms rob residents
of the protective benefits home
fire safety devices were designed
to provide. The most commonly
cited cause of non-working smoke
alarms: worn or missing batteries.
Changing smoke alarm batteries
at least once a year is one of the
simplest, most effective ways to
reduce these tragic deaths and
injuries. In fact, working smoke
alarms nearly cut in half the risk of
dying in a home fire. Additionally,
the International Association of Fire
Chiefs recommends replacing your
smoke alarms every ten years.
To save lives and prevent
needless injuries in the Tri-Cities,
the Batavia Fire Department has
joined forces with Energizer and
the International Association of
Fire Chiefs for the 19th year of
the Change Your Clock, Change
Your Battery campaign. The
program urges all Americans to
adopt a simple, lifesaving habit:
changing smoke alarm batteries
when changing clocks back to
standard time each fall, this year on
November 4th.
“The peak time for home fire
fatalities is between 10pm and 6am
when most families are sleeping.”
Says Lt. Shawn Stephens. “Smoke
alarm maintenance is a simple,
effective way to reduce home
fire deaths. Children and senior

citizens are most at risk, and a
working smoke alarm can give the
extra seconds they need to get out
safely.”
In addition, Lt. Stephens
recommends residents use the
“extra” hour they save from the
time change to test smoke alarms by
pushing the test button, planning
“two ways out”, and practicing
escape routes with the entire family.
Families should also prepare a fire
safety kit that includes working
flashlights and fresh batteries.
Tragically, fire can kill selectively.
Those most at risk include:
• Children—Approximately 1,000
children under the age of 20 die
each year in home fires. Children
under age five are at twice the risk
of dying in a home fire. Eighty
percent of fatal home fire victims
who were children were killed in
homes without working smoke
alarms.

population; those over 85 are 4.5
times more likely to die in a home
fire. Many seniors are unable to
escape quickly.
• Low-income Households—Many
low-income families are unable
to afford batteries for their smoke
alarms. These same households
often rely on poorly installed,
maintained or misused portable
or area heating equipment—a
main cause of fatal home fires.
The Batavia Fire Department has
made a limited number of smoke
alarms and batteries available for
seniors and low-income families
in Batavia. For information about
fire safety, for batteries and smoke
detectors, or for help installing
them, please call the Batavia Fire
Department at (630) 879-1404.

• Senoirs—Adults over age 75 are
three times more likely to die in
home fires than the rest of the

A home fire impacts the life of an American family every
85 seconds. By providing an early warning and critical extra
seconds to escape, smoke alarms cut in half your family’s risk of
dying in a home fire — but only if they work. So, when you turn
your clocks back on November 4, also make a lifesaving change in
your household — change the batteries in your smoke alarms. This
simple habit takes just a moment, but
is the best defense your family has
against the devastating effects
of a home fire.
This reminder to Change
Your Clock Change Your
Battery ®comes from
Energizer®Max® brand
Batteries, your local fire
department, and the
International Association
of Fire Chiefs.
©2006 Energizer
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Keep your holiday
decorations safe

Each year
fires occurring
during the holiday
season injure 2,000
individuals and cause
over $500 million in damage.
According to the Batavia Fire
Department, there are simple
life-saving steps you can take to
ensure a safe and happy holiday. By
following some of these tips, you
can greatly reduce your chances of
becoming a holiday fire casualty.
Preventing holiday tree fires
Special fire safety precautions
need to be taken when keeping a
live tree in the house. A burning
tree can rapidly fill a room with fire
and deadly gases.
Selecting a tree for the holiday
Needles on fresh trees should
be green and hard to pull from
the branches, and the needles
should not break if the tree has
been freshly cut. The trunk should
be sticky to the touch. Old trees
can be identified by bouncing the
tree trunk on the ground, if many
needles fall off, the tree has been
cut too long, has probably dried out,
and is a fire hazard.

Caring for your tree
Do not place your tree close to a
heat source or exit-way. Do not put
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your live tree up
too early or leave
it up for longer
than two weeks.
Keep the tree
stand filled with
water at all times.
Disposing of your tree
Never put tree branches or
needles in a fireplace or wood
burning stove. When the tree
becomes dry, discard it promptly.
The best way to dispose of your tree
is to have it taken away by the city
pick-up service.
Holiday light safety
Maintain your holiday
lights.
Inspect holiday lights
each year for frayed
wires, bare spots, gaps
in the insulation, broken
or cracked sockets, and
excessive kinking or wear
before putting them up.
Use only lighting listed
by an approved testing laboratory.
Never use electric lights on a metal
tree.
Do not overload electrical
outlets
Do not link more than three
light strands, unless the directions
indicate it is safe. Make sure to
periodically check the wires – they
should not be warm to the touch.
Holiday decorations
Use only nonflammable
decorations
All decorations should be
nonflammable and placed away
from heat vents.

Never put wrapping paper in a
Fireplace
Wrapping paper can throw off
dangerous sparks and produce a
chemical buildup in the home that
could cause an explosion.
Use care with candles
Candles can be dangerous
If you do use candles, make sure
they are in stable holders and place
them where they cannot be easily
knocked over. Never leave the
house or go to bed with candles

burning.
Never put lit candles on a tree
Do not go near a holiday tree with
an open flame – candles, lighters or
matches.
Finally, as in every season, have
working smoke alarms installed on
every level of your home, test them
monthly and keep them clean and
equipped with fresh batteries at all
times. Know when and how to call
for help. And remember to have and
practice a home escape plan.
For more holiday safety
information, contact the Batavia Fire
Department at (630) 879-1404.

Welcome to
MainStreet!
MainStreet office has moved back
into 2 E Wilson Street (upstairs)
and the Bridge Information Center
is open again on the street level. A
final thank you to The Financial
Group, Ltd. for being our gracious
host.
If you’d like your downtown
event listed on our 2008 calendar of
events, contact
britta@downtownbatavia.com with
event and contact information.
Welcome to the following new
downtown businesses: Limestone
Coffee & Tea, (15 East Wilson
Street); Derrick B. Hager, Attorney
at Law (160 West Wilson Street,
Suite 3-L); Donna #1 Nails
(16 South Van Buren Street); and
Allied Health with Balancing Act
at 12 South Van Buren Street.
The Batavia MainStreet Quarterly
newsletter is available online at
downtownbatavia.com.
See you downtown,
Britta McKenna, 761-3528
britta@downtownbatavia.com
downtownbatavia.com

What’s with the
ducks?

Thank you volunteers!
Thank you to all volunteers and
vendors of the Batavia Farmers’
Market. We had a great season and
thank Dawn Williams, our Market

Manager, Chef Jason (Enticing
Cuisine) for preparing tasty samples
at our gourmet days, market
volunteers and shoppers.

Join us!
Monthly Bridge Construction
Coffees are open to all with
only two remaining on Monday,
November 5 and Monday,
December 3 at 8:30am at Andre’s
Restaurant (5 Webster Street).

Thank you to Batavia Enterprises
for sponsoring the coffee series,
to Andre’s Restaurant for being
our gracious host and to BATV for
taping the coffees for broadcast.

Bridge Bands are still good
Bridge Bands are
still good through
November and
December for
values at Batavia
businesses.
Remember to
support downtown
businesses during
construction and

think Batavia first for your holiday
shopping. Go to
bridgingbatavia.com for a listing
of businesses with bridge band
specials. Get your bridge band
at Abby’s Hallmark or Amstadt’s
for a buck or for free at the Bridge
Business of the week.

Don’t miss it!
Celebration of Lights kicks off
our holiday season on Sunday,
November 25 presented by the
Batavia Park District. Join us for the
annual tree lighting event, Santa’s
arrival and more at 5:30pm at the
Riverwalk.
Mistletoe Magic, a new
downtown holiday event presented
by MainStreet, is Friday December

7 from 6:30-9pm. The event is
teaming up with the Friday Arts
Walk and includes a Yule Log
Family Scavenger Hunt, Santa’s
Workshop with free Santa photo,
merchant sales and specials, music
and refreshments at participating
downtown businesses. Check
the MainStreet website at
downtownbatavia.com for more
information.
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Batavia Chamber of Commerce
Upcoming Events
Thursday, November 8, 11:30am
Chamber Monthly Lunch
“Engaging the workforce to achieve exceptional results.”
Delnor Community Hospital has won numerous
awards for employee and customer satisfaction.
They believe leadership drives employee satisfaction,
customer service and ultimately financial results. Vice
President of Human Resources, Michele McClelland,
will share best practices that drive organizational
results. If you are interested in leadership
best-practices that build rapport, relationships and
ultimately results, please join us at Delnor Hospital.
(RSVP, $20 for members)
Tuesday, November 13, 7:30am
Chamber Annual Breakfast with
Mayor Jeffery Schielke
If you want the most up-to-date outlook for the future
of the community, join us for the Annual Chamber
Breakfast, featuring the Mayor’s “State of the City”
address. It is always informative and interesting—and
you have the opportunity to meet all the community
leaders. We will be at Lincoln Inn Banquets,
1345 S. Batavia Avenue. (RSVP, $25 for members)
Tuesday, December 11, 11:30am
Batavia Women In Business Holiday Luncheon
One of the most well-attended Chamber events of
the year is the annual BWIB Holiday Networking
Luncheon. This year we will again collect new toys
and gift cards for disadvantaged Batavia families. In
addition we will have a selection of wonderful gifts to
give away. The luncheon will be held at Eagle Brook
Country Club, 2288 Fargo Blvd. in Geneva. Please join
us. (RSVP, $25 for members, $30 for non-members.)
Wednesday, December 12, 8:00am
Quarterly New Member Breakfast
Every quarter, we invite our newest Chamber
members to come and learn what the Chamber has to
offer. Join us for an orientation and breakfast. Current
members are encouraged to come and welcome our
new members. (RSVP)
Saturday, January 26, 6:30pm
2008 Annual Awards Dinner
The beautiful, 14-story atrium of Fermilab’s Wilson
Hall will once again serve as the dramatic backdrop
for the Chamber’s signature event - the Annual
Awards Dinner. Please plan to attend this gala, blacktie optional event during which we will honor the
Citizen of the Year and announce the winners of the
Ole Awards. The evening features the BHS Chamber
Orchestra and includes dancing and a delightful silent
auction. (RSVP)
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It’s beginning to look a lot
like Christmas!

If you haven’t yet begun to think about how you
will thank those special people in your life—family,
friends, teachers, coaches, etc.—now is the time! What
better way to say “Thank You” for their support and
encouragement than to give a present that shows how
much you love Batavia.
Batavia Bucks are certificates that can be used at any
Batavia Chamber retail business. They can be redeemed
for jewelry, custom framing, dinner, cards, gifts, ice
cream, travel, health care products, music, DVDs,
movies, flowers, electronics, clothes, and much more.
The list is nearly endless!
When you buy Batavia Bucks to give as gifts, we will
provide a list of Chamber members who accept them.
By using that list along with the Batavia Bucks, you
will be sending a strong message that you support the
businesses that support our Chamber members.
Batavia Bucks are easy to purchase. For large
purchases, you can find them easily by visiting
bataviachamber.org. For smaller amounts, visit us in
the Chamber office at any time. They are available in
denominations of $5, $10 or $25.

Why not support the businesses that invest in the
community? Give Batavia Bucks and encourage your
friends and relatives to do the same!

First Donna Dallesasse
Award announced

On October 3, 2007 the Batavia Chamber honored
Britta McKenna, former Chamber President and current
Executive Director of Batavia MainStreet with the first
Donna Dallesasse Award. This award will be given
annually to an individual Chamber member in good
standing for outstanding commitment and dedication to
the Chamber’s mission, vision, and values. In giving the
award to Britta, Board President Rob Hollis of K.Hollis
Jewelers commented, “There were many qualified
candidates for this honor, but none more qualified than
Britta.”

Support Businesses that invest in Batavia
630-879-7134 • www.bataviachamber.org

Batavia Chamber unveils WikiChamber.com
Welcome to WikiChamber.com!
This website is different from other business sites you
may have visited. This site features books, forums and
blogs to discuss, write about, and solicit input on issues
that impact businesses in the Fox Valley.

Photo by Andrew Lang

Books: Help us create a reference library (like a
Wikipedia for business) for you and your peers—one
that focuses on doing business here in the Fox Valley.
Do you have a unique perspective or best practice for
sales and marketing, employee development, customer
service, business development, business startup, or
process management? Add your ideas in the “Book”

section.
Blogs: Philosophize, analyze, criticize, prioritize,
or any other “ize”! Create a personal space for your
thoughts and opinions
Forums: Post your questions and gain insights from
others who have “been there, done that” and survived!
Best of all, responses will come from local people you
can call, visit and trust.
So…Welcome! We hope you enjoy the site and find
it so useful you will visit often. We welcome your
thoughts, ideas and input.
Here’s some trivia to amaze your friends at your
next cocktail party! WikiWikiWeb was the first
site to be called a wiki. Ward Cunningham started
developing WikiWikiWeb in 1994, and installed it
on the Internet on March 25, 1995. It was named
by Cunningham, who remembered a Honolulu
International Airport counter employee telling him
to take the so-called “Wiki Wiki” shuttle bus that
runs between the airport’s terminals. According to
Cunningham, “I chose wiki-wiki as an alliterative to
‘quick’ and thereby avoided naming this stuff quickweb.”
Source: Wikipedia
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Batavia School District 101 News
Directory of
school offices

High honors, deep roots

District 101 Offices

Rosalie Jones Administration Center
335 W. Wilson St., Batavia, IL 60510
(630) 879-4600 • bps101.net/

High School

Batavia High School
1200 W. Wilson St., Batavia, IL 60510
(630) 879-4600 • http://bhs.bps101.net/

Middle School

Rotolo Middle School of Batavia
1501 South Raddant Rd.
Batavia, IL 60510
(630) 879-4620 • http://rms.bps101.net/

Elementary Schools

Alice Gustafson School
905 Carlisle Rd. Batavia, IL 60510
(630) 879-4629 • http://ags.bps101.net/
Grace McWayne School
3501 Hapner Way, Batavia, IL 60510
(630) 406-6330 • http://gms.bps101.net/
H. C. Storm School
305 North Van Nortwick St.
Batavia, IL 60510
(630) 879-4637 • http://hcs.bps101.net/
Hoover-Wood School
1640 Wagner Rd., Batavia, IL 60510
(630) 879-1636 • http://hws.bps101.net/
J. B. Nelson School
Laurel & William Wood Ln.
Batavia, IL 60510
(630) 879-4633 • http://jbn.bps101.net/
Louise White School
800 North Prairie St.
Batavia, IL 60510
(630) 879-4641 • http://lws.bps101.net/
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At a ceremony rich in significance
and emotion, Sam Rotolo accepted
an award on behalf of the school
that bears his name. Principal Steve
Maciejewski placed a dazzling,
etched glass plaque engraved

with the words “Horizon School”
into Rotolo’s hands in front of an
audience comprised of numerous
retired representatives of the
faculty. They were invited to an
enriched faculty meeting designed
to make clear to all guests that no
current member of the staff – in this
nationally noteworthy school – ever
forgets that the culture of quality
and success that has been ingrained
at Rotolo Middle School is part of
tradition.
The Horizon School designation
was formally made in Washington
D.C. last June, but the essence of the
school, which continues into the
future, was well established many
years ago by some of the finest
educators under one roof.

Sign up for Messenger
for emergency notification
Are you a subscriber to
MESSENGER? If you are, you
already receive important electronic
messages from District 101. Board
meeting information, late school
dismissal due to dangerous weather
conditions and student safety
information were distributed
to many community members
through e-mail notification during
September…and with the winter
months ahead subscribers to
MESSENGER will receive direct
contact should weather conditions
force the closing of school.
Subscribing to MESSENGER is
easy. Simply access the District
101 website at bps101.net, click on
MESSENGER in the TOOLS dropdown menu; then select REGISTER.
Enter the requested information
in the registration form and click
on the REGISTER button at the
bottom of the form. You will receive
a confirming e-mail message

with directions to finalize your
registration. That’s it! You are now
ready to receive important school
news.
While visiting the District 101
website you may also want to
explore the DISTRICT EVENTS
CALENDAR. In this calendar you
can find the listing of important
events posted by the schools. Access
the DISTRICT EVENTS CALENDAR
by clicking on CALENDAR in
the TOOLS drop-down menu;
then select DISTRICT EVENTS
CALENDAR. Be sure to use the
SELECT CATEGORIES feature to
customize your view to the schools
and information of interest to you.
In the coming months you will
find expanded tools to increase
the communication between you
and the schools. Keep checking the
District 101 website at bps101.net for
more updates and modifications.

Rotolo Middle
School
students
experience
Ellis Island
“Ahora necesitan los
papeles de immigracion!”
A sudden command given
in a different language, an
urgency to scramble for all
the needed immigration
paperwork, and the
confusion of forming lines
and waiting at processing
stations – Welcome to Ellis
Island, Team 8-3!
On Friday, September 14, the
125 eighth-graders on this Rotolo
team were unexpectedly thrust
into the chaos of an Ellis Island
simulation, intended to capture at
least a trace of the anxiety, tedium
and confusion that an immigrant to

RMS student Ashley Duermit attempts to understand the
unfamiliar language of the immigration inspectors
during the Ellis Island era of
America may have experienced
1880-1930. “I appreciate what my
in the early 1900s. Students had
grandfather did and what he had
been studying the issues of turnto do to come to America,” said
of-the-century immigration, the
student Jessica Martinez. Added
experiences, the hardships. But the
fellow student Josh Cogan, “I
unannounced simulation offered
now understand the hardships,
a taste of the difficulties often
encountered on the “island of tears”. frustration and tears they had to go
through to get into the United States
Teachers, administrators and
. . . They were very brave . . . and I’m
staff turned Ellis Island inspectors,
glad that they were.”
funneled the would-be immigrants
through long lines and four stations:
Intake, Medical Inspection, Legal
Inspection, and
“America”, where they
wrote letters home to
the families they had
left behind, detailing
their journey. To
replicate the language
barrier, multiple
languages were spoken
by the Ellis Island
employees, including
Spanish, French,
German, Greek and
even sign language.
Students emerged
from “the island”
with a newfound
appreciation for
what many of their
A stern immigration inspector (RMS teacher Daven
own ancestors had
Carlson) directs the would-be-immigrants through
experienced in reality
the intake process
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Batavia School District 101 News
Student Safety
Patrol program
starts at HooverWood School
The implementation of a new
Student Safety Patrol Program at
Hoover-Wood School this year had
a two-fold purpose: to increase
the safety of all students during
the morning and after school
procedures and to increase student
leadership opportunities. Thirty
fifth grade students were invited
to serve as safety patrol members.
Each student selected demonstrates
the six pillars of character and
serves as a positive role model for
the student body.
Letters were sent to students in
July, inviting them to participate
in the program. Students attended
one of two summer training
sessions to learn about the roles
and responsibilities associated with
being a safety patrol members. A
brochure was created that outlined
the program and the various
assignment posts for each duty
round. Maps were handed out, and
the students practiced putting on
and off the orange safety belts and

HWS Safety Patrol members Audrey Joke, Sydney Forte, Zoe Forte,
Natalie Mueller, Patrick Greco, and Jacob Grinnell
the special rain gear ordered for
them. Parent and student contracts
were signed before an AM and PM
schedule was created.
The programming has fulfilled
both of its goals and is running
very smoothly. The student safety
patrols have shown tremendous
responsibility with all details of the
program. They are at their posts
on time, appear to enjoy greeting
the students in the morning and
helping them safely out of their cars
in the carline, as well as helping

them safely back into their cars
with a smile at the end of the day.
With so many responsible helpers,
the carline is safer and moving
along quickly, too. That is another
wonderful benefit of the program.
Student patrols members will
meet once a month with school
principal Mrs. Wackerlin to discuss
the program and offer suggestions
for improvement. They will be
rewarded for all their leadership
efforts with pizza during these
monthly meetings.

Young scientists experiment at Rotolo Middle School
What do you get when you mix equal parts of wood glue and
liquid starch together? A SUPER BOUNCY BALL!
Sixth graders in Monika Hubble’s class at Rotollo Middle School
had an opportunity to make their own super bouncy balls in a fun
experiment the first week of October. With the assistance of guest
scientist Mrs. Jacque Cervantes from BP/Castrol, students mixed an
oozy, gooey brew that magically emerged as a bouncy sphere.
Cervantes’ daughter, Katie, is a student member of the sixth grade
team at Rotollo Middle School. She and her teacher agreed that it
would be fantastic to have a “real” scientist come to school and help
the students during the fall chemistry unit.
The day was a success. Bouncy balls became part of the collection
of hands-on, active learning that occurs throughout the school year.
In the months ahead, the young scientist will also study ecology,
magnets and motors, and astronomy.
Guest Scientist Jacque Cervantes helps 6th grader Alex Bala prepare an oozy
concoction
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Batavia District 101

Screening Dates
2007 - 2008

Early Childhood Screening
During the preschool years...
parents often wonder if their child’s development is typical
of that seen in same age peers. Developmental screenings
are designed to address these concerns and help parents
learn more about their child’s skills.
Batavia District 101 offers free developmental screenings
throughout the school year to assess young children’s skills.
These screenings are conducted by a team of District
Educators and Specialists and are available to
families living within the Batavia School District
whose children are 2 1/2 to 5 years of age.

January 31
February 1
April 10 & 11
May 8 & 9

An Early Childhood Screening assesses your child’s
development in the areas of:
Speech/Language
Fine Motor
Gross Motor
Pre-Academics/Cognition
Social-Emotional
Self-Care

Early Childhood
Special Education
Program
at
Grace McWayne

To make an appointment ...
Call 630-879-4600, ext. 4014
The screening will take approximately one hour to complete.
Afterwards, parents will have the opportunity to discuss the
results of the screening as well as any concerns about their child,
with a member of the screening team.

Elementary School
3501 Hapner Way
Batavia, IL 60510
630-406-6330
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Batavia High School News
Are student lunches really
healthy?
Story and photos by Ashley Kavalec
What sounds better to you,
a whole grain bagel or a giant
pretzel? Would you rather eat
healthy or unhealthy food if the
healthier food costs more? That’s
the decision many students face
this year as a new food provider is
introduced to the Batavia School
District. The new food company,
Sodexho, provides healthy food
that is more costly than junk food.
According to the Batavia Sun,
the decision to raise the price of
student lunches has been made by
the school board. This will allow

Sodexho to purchase fresh
food that is healthier for
students.
Changing food
providers was a decision
that was made “last
spring by the school
board, that stemmed
from a committee’s
recommendation,” said
assistant principal Chip Hickman.
Many schools across the country
are changing their lunch menus in
an act to fight and prevent obesity
among children and teenagers.
Obesity is a growing
epidemic in America, as
well as throughout the
world. According to the
Population Reference
Bureau, the rising
childhood obesity rates
will cut the average
U.S. life expectancy
from birth by two to
five years in upcoming
decades. Childhood
obesity can be a serious
problem, leading to
increased risk of type-2
diabetes, coronary heart
disease, and cancer.
Because of this, it is

very important to eat healthy and
exercise daily.
Therefore, the new lunch menu
is based on “the emphasis of wheat
products, fresh salads, fruits,
biscuits instead of bagels, flavored
water, diet drinks, and sports
drinks,” Hickman said.
The new food service includes
smaller portions and healthier
ingredients. The cookies are
smaller and the bagels are whole
wheat. There are also new
drinks available and more fruits
incorporated. This year’s menu
does not include many desserts,
which were available in previous
years.
The new food provider creates
“an emphasis on healthy foods,
customer service, and a responsible
marketing plan,” Hickman said.

Comedy for everyone—BHS presents “The Nerd”
Do you have a taste for comedy, or
for the unusual…or for unusual comedy? Then the Batavia High School
fall play—“The Nerd”—is for you. So
what’s the premise of the show?
“It is a comedy which is about a guy
who saved [Willum’s] life in a war,
and now he’s come back to visit [Willum]—but he’s a nerdy house guest
who won’t go away,” said Beth Oberfoell, a BHS teacher and the director of
“The Nerd”.
The nerdy house guest, Rick Stead-
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man, is played by Matt Dealy, a senior
at BHS.
“You could say I’m the star of the
show—I am ‘the Nerd,’” Dealy said.
“That’s my character. I am the title.”
Dealy and his fellow actors will
certainly be putting on a show to
remember with “The Nerd”.
“I’m looking forward to throwing a
fantastic tantrum on stage,” sophomore Griffin Price said. Price plays
Thor Waldgrave, whom he describes
as “a spoiled little brat.”

But Price isn’t the only one playing
a colorful character. Senior Ashley
Coussens plays Clelia Waldgrave
(Thor’s mother).
“[Clelia] likes to break things,”
Coussens said. “Specifically, dishes.”
Flying dishes and temper tantrums…what else does “The Nerd”
offer to amuse you? How about food
flinging?
“I’m looking forward to throwing
cottage cheese at [Kevin King, who
plays Mr. Waldgrave],” senior Sean

BHS teacher spends summer “vacation” working in Africa
Not all members of the BHS
community spent the summer
in comfortable accommodations.
Teacher Erin Janca spent her
summer as a kindergarten teacher
in Africa. Her students came from
an impoverished area of Ghana,
where obtaining an education
was only part of the survival
strategies of the community. Her
students came from families with
little income, inadequate medical
supplies and substandard living
quarters. Nonetheless, children
continued to attend Janca’s
kindergarten class throughout her
time in the country.

went into the Batavia community
seeking the help of local businesses.
Gifts of products, certificates and
services were accepted and included
as part of the items for bid.
Community members can also
help the BHS students in their

When the school year began at
Batavia High School, Janca shared

stories of her summer experience
with her students. Presented with
an endless collection of photographs
to bring reality to her stories, BHS
students again were reminded that
many children live in unhealthy
and dangerous conditions.
Students at BHS wanted to help.
Members of Janca’s class worked
together to design a service project
focused on helping the children
of Ghana. “The kids decided what
we would do,” said Janca. During
the fall months of this school year
students began several fund raising
projects. Proceeds from their efforts
were directed to a fund targeted for
assistance to these children.
One fund raising event was a
silent auction for the staff. BHS
students spent the weeks of October
preparing for the event. After being
coached in the appropriate process
of asking for donations, students

Serluco, who plays Willum, said.
“[Willum] is kind of lost right now
because his work is demanding and
his girlfriend is leaving him,” Serluco
said. “Then [Willum] kind of goes
crazy once Matt Dealy’s character,
Rick, comes into the picture.”
Rick, who saved Willum’s life when
the two were fighting in Vietnam, is
extremely nerdy and rather irritating.
“My character is really annoying
and fun to play,” Dealy said.
Everyone involved with “The
Nerd”—actors and director alike—is
extremely enthusiastic, and they think

that you will love the play.
“I think [the audience is] going to
love it,” Oberfoell said. “I think it will
be exciting for the audience and the
performers. It’ll be high comedy. It is
a great play and they might not have
seen it before—it’s not overly done.”
Griffin Price has a different perspective:
“The play is like cake. Everyone will
love it, regardless of flavor.”
Whether or not the play really is like
cake, there are multiple reasons for
you to go and see it.
“Come to learn to play Shoes and

Socks, courtesy of yours truly,” Dealy
said.
Even if you’re not interested in cake
or made-up games, you should still go
to see “The Nerd”.
“It’s going to be a great show, and
it’s really funny,” said junior Caitlin
Jelm (who plays Tansy, Willum’s
girlfriend).
“The Nerd” will be performed at
BHS on November 9 and 10. Both
performances start at 7:30. Tickets are
$6 each and go on sale October 8.

efforts to bring relief to these
children. Donations in check form
made out to “Good for Ghana”
can be forwarded to Erin Janca at
Batavia High School.
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Batavia Foundation News
$20 for twenty years
The Foundation recently celebrated its 20th year of awarding grants
to teachers in the Batavia School
District for enrichment and innovative programs for students. Last
year’s two grant sessions posted a
record $27,935 worth of grants made

Tid Bit:

In the past 20 years the
Batavia Foundation for
Educational Development
has funded innovative
educational grants totaling
$355,400 benefiting the
school children of Batavia.
Chances are that your
child has participated in a
Foundation funded program.
available to Batavia’s schools. The
Foundation’s major fundraising
activity is the annual golf outing,
which raised a record $21,000 in
June.
Businesses and professionals in
Batavia’s downtown district have

been giving generously as the Foundation started its $20/Twenty campaign in earnest this fall. Members
of the board made individual calls
to businesses during a blitz in late
October when they asked for an anniversary contribution of $20 from
those business men and women.
School principals and PTO
presidents at each of the schools
have been briefed on the purpose
of this general solicitation. A flyer
will be sent home in the backpacks
of elementary school students in
November along with a $20/Twenty
pledge form. The holidays would be
a good time to honor your student’s
teacher with a contribution in their
name and in any amount to the
$20/Twenty campaign.
The Foundation’s goal is a big one:
to make all Batavia residents aware
of the Foundations’ activities in
order to help us raise $20,000 during
this yearlong celebration through
small contributions of $20 or more
from businesses and citizens of
Batavia. Formal solicitations are not

done on a regular basis although
donations are always accepted. In
addition to the annual golf outing,
the Foundation also raises funds
every other year at the Faculty-Staff
Variety show. This year’s show
will be after the start of the second semester. Look for additional
information in the next issue of the
Neighbor’s of Batavia magazine.
We’ll keep you posted about the
$20/Twenty campaign! Pledge
forms are available at www.bataviafoundation.org. Won’t you please
join us with your small donation
today?

Everyone who came to the Batavia Creamery enjoyed the back-to-school ice cream social. In the evening members of the Batavia High
School marching band and the Bulldog mascot entertained the growing crowd. Batavia Creamery owner Kirk Jansons donated a
portion of the evening’s revenue to the Foundation.

28

www.bataviafoundation.org
PO Box 1003, Batavia, IL 60510

Thank you to donors

Foundation Directors

This past summer Cynthia Killoran, a longtime teacher at J. B. Nelson
passed away. Many people chose to make a donation to the Foundation in
honor of a beloved teacher. We are sorry for her family’s loss and that of the
J. B. Nelson School. We thank the following people for their donations in her
memory:
Jean Maack
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hollman
Paula Issel
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Danielson
Mr. & Mrs. David Kienitz
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Gimnig
Virginia Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Anderson
Marci Hofner
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Plagge
Mr. & Mrs. Reginal Rowell
Mary Williams
Rebecca A. Magalhaes
Ruth Harmon
Scott Lockhart
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jensen
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Holbrook
Dorothy Lockhart
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Kienitz

Kate Chahmirzadi,
Foundation Chair
Joe Purpura, Director of Finances
Dr. Jack Barshinger, Ex Officio
Corey Clark
Lisa Kramer
Wendy Lee
Matt Novak
Linda Sullivan
Tom VonLunen
Matt Winkle
Nancy Schmitz, Administrator

Happy Reading!

Tamra Ashby demonstrates how to make
reading aloud a fun activity to share with
a child.

The Jim Trelease Read Aloud
and Be Proud event held at the
Batavia Public Library on October
2nd was a truly collaborative effort
between the public library, the

Save the dates for these
upcoming Parent Academy
programs. Programs take place at
Batavia High School beginning at
7pm — they are free and everyone
is welcome.

schools, classroom, resource and
LRC teachers, and parents. There
were over 70 adults and 60 children
who attended. Children who
participated wrote their own books,
made book boxes, and listened to
stories. The Foundation awarded
a grant to the LRC Directors for
the Jim Trelease presentation and
funding for the childrens’ crafts was
provided by the Batavia Mother’s
Club.
Tamra Ashby, the LRC Director
at AGS said, “it was very exciting to
have everyone come together to talk
about the importance of reading
aloud to children!” The Jim Trelease
video that was presented at the
event is available through the school
LRCs as are several books by Jim

Trelease, including: The Read Aloud
Handbook, Hey! Listen to This, and
Read All About It. Additionally, the
LRC Directors would be happy to
talk to parents about reading aloud
with their children and provide age
appropriate book suggestions.
Thanks to the many organizers
of this event: Nan Phillips, Julie
Phillips, Diane Kispert, Gerry
Wyatt, Donna Hanrahan, Daniel
Russo, Kelly Cook, Candi Katko,
Colleen Puttin, Elaine Modene,
Jacqueline Hansen, Karen Sullivan
and JoAnne Zillman A special
thanks goes out to members of the
Batavia High School Key Club who
helped to facilitate activities for
children.

November 29
Deb DiSandro
Tales of a Slightly Off Supermom:
Fighting for Truth, Justice and Clean
Underwear
March 6, 2008
Michael P. Maniacci, Psy.D.
Birth Order: Understanding Your
Family Constellation

Deb DiSando
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Batavia Public Library
Popular authors bring their stories to the Library
The Library is filled
with books – a good
thing. The Library is
filled with authors – a
wonderful thing.
Come to the Library
during November to
meet the nationally
recognized author of a
popular fiction series
and an award-winning
writer of children’s
books.
Jim Aylesworth,
author of more than
30 picture books,
Jim Aylesworth
including The Tale of
Tricky Fox, The Burger and the Hot Dog, and Naughty
Little Monkeys, will speak at the Library on Sunday,
November 11, at 2 pm. A first grade teacher for 25 years,
Aylesworth now writes full-time and visits schools and
libraries to read to children and to encourage them to
read and write.
After his presentation, Aylesworth will sign copies of
his most recent book, Little Bitty Mousie, which will be
available for purchase that afternoon at the Library. Call
the Youth Services Desk at (630) 879-4775, to register
your family for this inspiring program.
Adult readers (and avid quilters) who enjoy novels
about friendships, family, and perseverance, will enjoy
a presentation by writer Jennifer Chiaverini on Monday,
November 19, at 7 pm.
The author of the Elm Creek Quilts series, Chiaverini

Jennifer Chiaverini

Telephone

Library Trustees

Thursday, November 22

Fax: 630-879-9118

Maureen Jakubowski, Vice President

Monday, December 24

TTY: 630-879-8335

Richard Henders, Treasurer

Tuesday, December 25

Home Delivery:

Ann Larson, Secretary

The Library will be closed:

Wednesday, November 21 at 5pm

Monday, December 31 at noon
Tuesday, January 1

Library Hours

Monday–Thursday 9am–9pm
Friday and Saturday 9am–5pm
Sunday 12–5pm (Sept.-May)
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includes a tale about a quilt, to some extent, in all of her
books. The series “neatly stitches together social drama
and the art of quilting” (Library Journal). The New Year’s
Quilt, due to be released in November, is the eleventh
book in the series.
Chiaverini is also the author of two quilt pattern
books and she, too, will sign her books following her
presentation.
Chiaverini’s visit is being co-sponsored by Prairie
Shop Quilts in Batavia, which is owned by Bonita and
Patrick Deering.
“I have been a fan of Jennifer Chiaverini since I first
discovered her books several years ago,” said Bonita
Deering. “She is very popular with our customers and
we are thrilled she is
coming to Batavia.”
Tickets (free) are
required for this
presentation and are
now available at the
Library Reference
Desk and at Prairie
Shop Quilts, 1911 West
Wilson Street (next to
Ace Hardware).

630-879-1393

630-879-1393, ext. 340

Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Randall E. Gibson, President

Edward Skahan
Douglas Sullivan
Tom Von Lunen

630-879-1393 • www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org

One Book, One Batavia 2008
author to visit

For the third year in a row, the author of the One
Book, One Batavia selection will visit Batavia.
Connie Willis, author of the 2008 One Book selection,
Doomsday Book, will be in Batavia on Thursday, March
20, and will speak at Books Between Bites at the Library
at 12 noon, and at Batavia High School at 7 p.m.
Doomsday Book is part science fiction, part historical
fiction, and all adventure. Willis’ tale moves back and
forth from 20th century England, where scholars and
scientists at an unnamed university struggle to rescue
a student who has time-traveled back to 14th century
England, where the threat of bubonic plague is only one
of the dangers that confront her.
Meanwhile, back in the 20th century, a modern day
scourge impairs the efforts of those trying to rescue her.
Published in 1992, Doomsday Book was the winner
of the Hugo and Nebula awards. Willis, who lives in
Colorado, has written 15 books, including To Say Nothing
of the Dog and three short story collections.
“This story has appeal even for those who don’t
usually read science fiction,” explained Stacey Cisneros,
head of Adult Services at the Library. “Willis has crafted
a novel that has it all: warm, realistic characters, a
riveting plot, and two vastly different settings that pull
you into the story.”
The Library has 25 copies of Doomsday Book available
for check out.
One Book, One Batavia is a cooperative effort of the
Library and Batavia High School. Willis’ visit to Batavia
is being sponsored by the Friends of the Batavia Public
Library.

Batavia Artists’ Guild Reception

Friday, November 16, 5:30–8 pm
Exhibit, Meet the Artists,
Refreshments
Library Meeting Room
Enjoy the exhibit
throughout the weekend
during Library hours

Under the Cupola

“Every Book Its Reader,” Part One

In my previous columns, I introduced The Five
Laws of Library Science (1931), which outlined a set of
principles that has become a guiding code among
professional librarians, and described the First Law:
Books Are for Use, and the Second Law: Every Reader
His or Her Book; or, Books Are for All.
Third Law: Every Book Its Reader
This law addresses the fundamental issue of
removing barriers through the principle of Open
Access, as well as such devices as shelf arrangement
and catalog entries — plus reference work, the
opening of popular departments, publicity methods,
and extension work, which will be described in Part
Two.
Open Access is the opportunity to see and examine
the collection of books and other materials with as
much freedom as in one’s own private library. There
was a day, not that long ago, when readers were not
permitted to wander among the books, but rather
were required to request books and other items from
a service desk. There still are public libraries that
keep such things as magazines or DVDs in a closed
area, available only on demand, but such examples
are increasingly uncommon.
However, we need more than Open Access to
get Every Book Its Reader. In order to give books
a reasonable chance to find their readers, there
needs to be a structured, thoughtful classification
scheme (like the Dewey Decimal Classification),
which will ensure that various materials on similar
topics will be kept together in close proximity. In
other words, books should be arranged by subject
(or, in the case of literature, by author), as opposed
to size or color — two very real (but unsatisfactory)
kinds of shelf-arrangement. Two specialized kinds
of shelf arrangement will arrest a reader’s attention:
a separate section for new items, and small,
strategically placed displays.
Another device, the catalog (once made of
cards, now automated) can be of immense help in
connecting books to readers. Two particular classes
of analytic catalog entries, often quite transparent in
an online public-access catalog (OPAC), are those for
series and cross-references by subject and content.
The extraordinary power of cross-references is found
in catalog entries to individual essays, stories, poems,
and chapters, which otherwise would be overlooked
by most readers.
The Third Law led to the ground-breaking idea
that, if a book is not being used, it often needs
exposure to readers who will find it useful. To Be
Continued…
George H. Scheetz, Director
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Batavia Public Library
Programs and activities for youth
Storytimes
Baby Storytime

Tues., Dec. 4, 11am
Infants 7–23 months with
a caregiver
This interactive program
includes songs, rhymes,
and games that will
delight your baby. We ask
that care arrangements
be made outside of class
for older siblings. Space
is limited. Registration
begins Nov. 17.

Lap Sit Storytime

Mon., Dec. 3, 10am
Tues., Dec. 4, 10am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver
Enjoy stories, rhymes,
and more. Classes
last approximately 20
minutes. Registration
begins Nov. 17.

Family Storytime

Mon., Nov. 12, 7pm
Mon., Dec. 3, 7pm
Families with children
through age 7 are
welcome. No registration
required.

ABC Storytime

Wed., Dec. 5, 10am
Wed., Dec. 5, 1pm
Thurs., Dec. 6, 10am
Ages 3–6
Activities, Books, and
Craft program for
children 3 years old
through kindergarten
without a caregiver.
Registration begins Nov.
17.

Babies & Tots DropIn Storytime
Fri., Dec. 7, 10am
Babies and tots 0–35
months with a caregiver
Drop-in for songs,
rhymes, and stories. No
registration required.

Drop-In Storytime

Fri., Dec. 7, 1pm
Children ages 3–6;
younger siblings welcome.
An adult must accompany
children under the age of
4 years. No registration
required.

Book Character Visit
Sat., Nov. 10, 1pm
Barnes & Noble
Booksellers will bring

Nicholas, 10, and Peter, 9, at the kiosk.

Registration Information
Stop by or call the Youth Services Desk at
(630) 879-4775 to register and for more information.
Unless otherwise noted, registration begins
on the first of the month in which the program
occurs. Priority is given to Batavia Public Library
cardholders for all programs requiring registration.
Clifford, The Big Red
Dog, to the Library for
stories and activities. No
registration required.

For Students
Book Beat

Thurs., Nov. 15, 6pm
Coraline by Neil Gaiman
Grades 5–8
Tues., Dec. 11, 6pm
Worth by A. La Faye
Grades 4–8
Join us for book
discussion, activities, and
refreshments. Registration
begins 4 weeks prior to
class.

Mother/Daughter
Book Chat

Book Worms

American Red Cross
Babysitter’s Training
Course

Tues., Nov. 13, 4:30pm
Tues., Nov. 27, 4:30pm
Tues., Dec. 11, 4:30pm
Grades K–1
Themed story and craft
time for children in
kindergarten and first
grade. Registration
required beginning on the
first of each month.

Book Gems

Tues., Nov. 13, 6pm
Owen and Mzee: The True
Story of a Remarkable
Friendship by Isabella
Hatkoff
Tues., Dec. 18, 6pm
A Christmas Tale by
Geronimo Stilton
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Grades 2–3
Book club and activities
for young readers.
Registration begins
the first of each month.
Reserve a copy of the book
when you register.

Thurs., Dec. 13, 7pm
Princess Academy by
Shannon Hale
Grades 3–6
Girls and mom or another
adult are invited to chat
and enjoy activities.
Registration begins 4
weeks prior to discussion.

Sat., Dec. 15, 9:30am–
4:30pm
Ages 11–15
A 7-hour training course
in which students learn
basic babysitting skills
and how to deal with
emergencies. Participants
must attend entire session.
Due to the popularity of
this program a lottery
drawing will be held.
Lottery registration
begins Dec. 1. Lottery
drawing will be held
Dec. 7. Priority is given
to Batavia Public Library
cardholders.

630-879-1393 • www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org

Sean, 11, practices
first aid on a dummy
during an American
Red Cross Babysitter’s
Training Course at the
Library.

Late Night at the
Library

Fri., Nov. 9, 6–9pm
Grades 3–5
This after-hours program
includes a scavenger
hunt, games, pizza, and a
guest performer. Parental
permission slip and $3
per participant required
at registration. Register

in person at the
Youth Services
Desk beginning
Oct. 29. Space is
limited. Priority is given
to Batavia Public Library
cardholders and students.

For Families
Author Jim
Aylesworth Visit

30 children’s books.
Attendees will have the
opportunity to purchase a
signed copy of his newest
book, Little Bitty Mousie.
See Library feature story.
Family registration
requested.

Movies at the Library

Celebration of Lights

Wed., Nov. 21, 11am
Fri., Jan. 4, 11am
Ages 3–14
Children 5 years and
younger must be
accompanied by an adult
or older sibling.

Sun., Nov. 25, 6:30-7:30pm
Holiday readings at the
Batavia Depot Museum.

And Don’t
Miss…
Drop-In Crafts

Nov. 14, 16, & 17
Dec. 10, 14, 16, & 19
(call for times)

Tues., Nov. 20, 1pm
Fri., Dec. 28, 11am
Thurs., Jan. 3, 1:30pm
Please call the Library for
movie title, length, and
rating.

Children’s Bingo

Board Game
Challenge

Thurs., Dec. 27, 11am
Ages 7–14

Sun., Nov. 11, 2pm
Jim Aylesworth is the
author of more than

Library Friends: growing and giving
The Friends of the Batavia Public Library has
established a New Year’s resolution and it’s only
November. According to Friends president Daniel
Russo, a goal for 2008 is to reach a membership of 208.
“Membership in the Friends is very rewarding
because members know they are supporting the Library
and its programs,” said Russo. “Volunteering with the
Friends is also a great way to meet other people who
love books and libraries.”
The group recently held a book-sorting open house
at the Library, which offered interested newcomers the
opportunity to meet the Friends and to learn about the
variety of ways its members contribute their talents in
support of the group and, in turn, the Library.
Profits from the Friends’ annual book sale in April,
monthly on-going sales at the Library, book sales
online, book bag sales, and special sales during the
holidays, benefit the Library in many ways. One Book,
One Batavia authors’ visits and banners are funded
by the Friends. The group is the sole sponsor of the
Library’s Winter Reading Club and one of the biggest
sponsors of the Summer Reading Club. The Library’s
battery-operated mobility cart, the Alphabet Garden,

celebrations of National
Library Week and for the
Library’s 125th birthday,
and much more have been provided by the Friends.
The Friends recently approved money to purchase a
new laminator, holiday decorations, new shelving for
the Local History Room, and a Treasure Island Play
Cube for Youth Services.
To join the Friends of the Batavia Public Library,
pick up a Friends brochure and membership form
at the Library, or go to www.BataviaPublicLibrary.
org and click on “Library Friends.” Individual annual
memberships are $10, family memberships are $15, and
senior (age 65 and older) memberships are $5. There
are additional levels of membership, as well. A gift
membership to the Friends is another way to help the
Friends support the Library.
In time for holiday gift giving, The Book Lover’s
Calendar for 2008: 365 Days of Good Authors, Good Books
& Good Reading will again be sold at the Library’s Check
Out Desk for $7 each. Proceeds from the calendars
benefit the Friends and the Library.
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Batavia Public Library
Computer classes for adults
One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Registration is required; please call the Reference Desk, (630) 879-4777.
keyboard basics and use
of the mouse.

Introduction to
Microsoft Word 2007,
Part 2

Computer Mouse
Basics

Fri., Nov. 2, 9am
Tues., Dec. 4, 9am
This class is perfect
for first-time computer
users. Learn how to use
a mouse, which is the
first step in becoming
computer literate.

Introduction to the
Internet

Tues., Nov. 6, 9am
Wed., Dec. 5, 9am
Learn the basics of
navigating the Internet,
including typing a web
address, linking from one
web site to another, and
conducting basic searches.

Searching the
Internet

Wed., Nov. 7, 9am
Tues., Dec. 11, 9am
After you are comfortable
with basic Internet use,
learn how to use the
Google search engine to
find information. Covers
general search tips,
better search strategies,
alternatives to search
engines, and web site
evaluation.
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Shopping on the
Internet

Tues., Nov. 20, 9am
Once you are comfortable
with basic Internet use,
learn to use Amazon
and eBay. Amazon is a
gigantic department store
available only on the web.
eBay is the largest online
auction site in the world.
Participants will learn
how to search both sites to
find what they need, and
how to purchase it once
they’ve found it.

Introduction to Email
Tues., Nov. 13, 9am
This is an introduction
to free, web-based email.
You will learn how to
read, send, and manage
email messages.

Introduction to
Microsoft Word 2007,
Part 1
Thurs., Nov. 8, 9am
Learn how to create a
document in Microsoft
Word, including how to
edit, change font style
and size, underline,
italicize, make bold,
center text, and save.
Participants should have
an understanding of

Thurs., Nov. 29, 9am
Going beyond the basics:
How to change font
or background colors;
insert and format text
boxes, clip art, and
photographs; use bulleted
or numbered lists; create
tables; use lines, arrows,
or autoshapes; and use
page setup. Participants
should have attended
Part 1 or have equivalent
experience.

Introduction to
Microsoft Excel 2007

Thurs., Nov. 15, 9am
Design and create an
Excel spreadsheet,
including summation,
formulas, insertion and
deletion of rows and cells,
autofill, sort, and more.

Introduction to
Microsoft PowerPoint
2007
Wed., Nov. 14, 9am
You will learn to create,
print, and deliver a
presentation, choosing
a layout for your slides,
adding and editing text,
and saving your file.

Reference Databases
at the Library

Fri., Nov. 9, 9am
The Library subscribes to
over 20 online databases

that contain millions of
full-text articles from
authoritative reference
works, periodicals, and
newspapers. Search in
databases in business,
health, education, reading
suggestions, and more.
Some previous computer
experience and mouse
skills required.

Genealogy on the
Internet, Part 1: Using
HeritageQuest and
Other Online Sources
Fri., Nov. 16, 9am
Learn the basics of using
the Library’s subscription
database HeritageQuest
and genealogy web sites
such as FamilySearch.

Genealogy on the
Internet, Part 2:
Using Ancestry
Library Edition

Fri., Nov. 23, 9am
Learn how to use the
Library’s subscription
databases Ancestry
Library Edition and
America’s Obituaries &
Death Notices, as well as
genealogy web sites.

Library Catalog
Instruction

Tues., Nov. 27, 7pm
Learn to use iBistro, the
library catalog, to look up
books and other materials
in this 20-minute handson class. Registration is
required; please call the
Reference Desk at (630)
879-4777 to register.

630-879-1393 • www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org

Programs for adults and teens
Registration is required; please call the Reference Desk, (630) 879-4777.

Writing Workshop:
Creating a
Sense of Place

Tues., Nov. 6, 7pm
Nancy Beckett, teacher
and founder of Lakeside
Writing Studio, Chicago,
will offer advice for
both beginning and
experienced writers.

Author Jennifer
Chiaverini Visit

home holiday treats, and
win door prizes. Bring
the whole family to this
holiday program. Michael
Niksic, a master chef who
has appeared on TV and
in national magazines, is
the presenter.

Lyric Opera
Lecture Series

Mon., Nov. 19, 7 pm
Wisconsin author of the
Elm Creek Quilts novels
visits Batavia to discuss
her novels. Tickets are
required and are available
at the Library Reference
Desk and Prairie Shop
Quilts, Batavia. See
Library feature story.

Hear the story, learn about
the composer, and listen
to highlights from the
operas of the 2007-2008
Lyric Opera season. All
programs are on Tuesdays
at 7 p.m. No registration
is required. Presented
by the Tri-City Libraries
Program Guild.
Nov. 13, Doctor Atomic
Geneva Public Library

Making a
Gingerbread House

Great Decisions
Discussion Group

Thurs., Nov. 29, 7pm
Witness an edible
gingerbread house
constructed before your
eyes. Receive step-by-step
instructions and recipes,
sip hot chocolate, take

Wed., Nov. 14, 7pm
St. Charles Public Library
Helping the World’s
Endangered Children
Hundreds of millions of
children are suffering
from hunger, exploitation,
poverty, war, disease,

Local Authors Fair
at the Batavia Public Library

nts
e
m
h
s
s
Refroer Prizeadings
Dothor Re ning
Au ok Sig
Bo
and political apathy. Can
increased foreign aid by
the U.S. and involvement
by NGOs and private
agencies alleviate global
poverty long term?
Registration required.

Anime Club

Thurs., Nov. 8, 7pm
Wed., Nov. 28, 7pm
Thurs., Dec. 13, 7pm

Books Between Bites

Thurs., Nov. 15, 12 noon
The Congressman Who
Got Away with Murder
by Nat Brandt will be
reviewed by local author
and historian Marilyn
Robinson. This factbased novel of a murder
committed in a jealous
rage, takes place in preCivil War Washington,
D.C.
Thurs., Dec. 13, 12 noon
The Power to Transform:
Leadership that Brings
Learning and Schooling to
Life will be presented by
its author, Stephanie Pace
Marshall, Ph.D., founding
president and president
emerita of the Illinois

Sunday,
November 4
1 – 4 p.m.
Mathematics and Science
Academy.

Book Discussion

Tues., Nov. 13, 7:30pm
The Boys of Winter: The
Untold Story of a Coach, a
Dream, and the 1980 U.S.
Olympic Hockey Team
by Wayne Coffey
Was this the “greatest
sports moment of the
twentieth century?”
Coffey, a sportswriter for
New York’s Daily News,
brings to life the players,
the coach, and the game
in Lake Placid that has
been called “a miracle on
ice.”
January book discussion
selection: The Bridge of
San Luis Rey by Thornton
Wilder
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Batavia Park District News
Celebration of Lights
Festival Events
Schedule
Experience the magic of
Batavia!
Sunday, November 25
from 5:30 - 7:30pm at the Batavia Riverwalk
Free Admission • Free Parking North of
the Government Center

Schedule of Events:
5:30 - 7:30pm
• Free hayrides with food or $1 cash donation (proceeds
directly benefit the Batavia Food Pantry)
• Free roasted chestnuts
• Family photo opportunity- main stage of Peg Bond
Center

Bond Center warming house and receive a holiday
souvenoir (children under 10 while supplies last)
6:30 - 7:30pm
• Story Hour hosted by the Batavia Public Library takes
place at the Gustafson Research Center, located in the
lower level of the Batavia Depot Museum
Special Features:
• Holiday Gift Bags — stuffed full of festive surprises
(while supplies last)
• Christmas Tree Lane (twenty-five trees decorated by
local organizations)
The festival is presented by the Batavia Park District
in partnership with the Batavia Chamber of Commerce,
Batavia MainStreet, the City of Batavia, and the Batavia
Police Department. For more information, please contact
the Batavia Park District office at (630)879-5235 or check
the schedule of events at bataviaparks.org.

• Hot dogs and hot chocolate for sale by the Batavia
Teen Center
5:45pm
• Community Sing-a-long led by Craig Foltos, Foltos
Tonsorial Parlor
6:00pm
• Arrival of Santa
• Welcome: Mayor Schielke & Ceremonial Tree Lighting
6:15pm
• Santa’s Warming House: Visit Santa at the Peg
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630-879-5235
www.bataviaparks.org

Looking for a unique holiday gift?
The Batavia Depot Museum is
offering several new gift items for
sale this year. Looking for Batavia
ornaments, unique coffee mugs, tshirts, caps, wooden train whistles,
model windmills, or historic books?
Look no further than the Depot
Museum!

The Batavia Depot Museum
is offering a new colored brass
ornament featuring Batavia’s
historic churches. The first

ornament in the series will feature
the First Baptist Church of Batavia.
On June 16, 1836, the Baptist Church
in Batavia was established by
eight men and five women as “The
Regular Baptist Church of Christ
at Big Woods, Fox River, Illinois”.
Worship services were held at the
home of Judge Isaac Wilson or in
the local school house. The first
church building was erected in
1850 at the corner of Wilson St. and
Washington Ave. and the name
was changed to “The First Baptist
Church of Batavia” In 1889 the
present lime stone and brick church,
shown here, was built at the same
location and furnished at a cost of
$8,600. Ornaments will be $9 per
ornament and will be available for
purchase through the Batavia Depot
Museum and the Batavia Park
District.
In addition to the First Baptist

Church of Batavia ornament, the
Batavia Depot Museum is also

offering a colored brass collectible
which features historic downtown
east Wilson Street. The collectible
is available at the museum and the
Batavia Park District for the low
price of $9. This collectible makes a
perfect stocking stuffer!
For further information, please
call the Batavia Depot Museum at:
(630)406-5274 or visit
bataviahistoricalsociety.org.

Batavia Parks Foundation needs you!
The Batavia Parks Foundation has
an immediate opening on its board
of directors. The Foundation is a
local, independent, non-for-profit
501(c)(3) organization dedicated to
improving and expanding Batavia’s
parks and green spaces. Established
in 2003 by business and civic
leaders, the Foundation bridges
the gap between public resources
and the needs of the Batavia parks
system.
A Foundation Board Director
is one of five individuals who
volunteer their time to make a
difference on issues related to
parks and open spaces in Batavia.
The open seat will serve a 3-year

term that is currently vacant
which commenced in August
2007. Directors provide direction,
motivation, and guidance. They
may also be called upon to
initiate and carry out fund-raising
campaigns. The Board needs people
with ideas, enthusiasm, and a
commitment to the community.
Foundation Board Directors attend
monthly board meetings, and
participate in special advisory
committees on an as-needed basis.
Citizens interested in applying
for a seat on the Batavia Parks
Foundation Board must submit a
letter of interest including their
prior community involvement.

A personal resume may also be
included, but is not required.
Letters of interest should be sent to
the Batavia Parks Foundation, c/o
Mike Clark, 327 W. Wilson, Batavia,
Illinois 60510. For more information,
please contact the Executive
Director of the Batavia Park District,
Mike Clark at (630)879-5235 ext.
2008.
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Peg Bond Center

Plan the perfect outing in Batavia
Celebrate your next special
occasion at a unique venue in
Batavia! Whether it’s a birthday
bash, family reunion, anniversary,
wedding reception or company
picnic, we have all the amenities
that will make your get-together
a huge success! Call Andrea
Hatzinger, Facilities Manager at
(630) 406-5282 x 2166 for more
information.
Shannon Hall - One of the special
gems of the park district, this
historic church has been home to
hundreds of wedding ceremonies,
receptions, anniversaries, birthdays

and so much more. Take a look and
see for yourself why this building’s
interior and exterior is truly love
at first sight. Resident rates start at
$50/hour.
Peg Bond Center - Beautifully
placed along the Batavia
Riverwalk, this ideal setting is
great for birthday parties, company
gatherings & wedding receptions.
Resident rates start at $50/hour.
Boat Club - Laurelwood Park
nests this cozy historic venue.
The Boat Club has been a popular
meeting place for several local
organizations. Resident rates start at

Help the Batavia Park District stop
vandalism in your neighborhood park!
Call us with information about the person or person(s) who vandalize
any Batavia Park District property. This includes destruction of any
property such as vehicles, playground equipment, or landscape materials,
the theft of any equipment or materials, any act of arson or any act of
graffiti.
If your information leads to the arrest and conviction of guilty parties,
you will be given a reward up to $500. We’ll keep your name confidential.
Contact the Batavia Park District Tip Line at: (630) 879-5235 ext. S A F E
or email bruce@bataviaparks.org .
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$35/hour.
J. Murphy Gym - Located at our
Eastside Community Center, this
prime gymnasium has played host
to a variety of activities. With a
brand-new floor installed, a classic
main stage set-up & basketball
hoops, this gymnasium has been
instrumental in making hundreds
of parties and private rentals a
success. Resident rates start at $50/
hour. (Batting cage available, please
call for details.)
Bartholomew room - The
spaciousness of this room
& its prime location in the
Administration offices of the Park
District make this a key place for
small parties, professional business
& board meetings. Resident rates
start at $50/hour.
For available days, times and fees,
please contact Andrea Hatzinger,
Facility Manager, at (630)406-5282
ext. 2166.

Shannon Hall

630-879-5235
www.bataviaparks.org

New Horizons Preschool
registration for 2008-2009
The New Horizons Preschool
program is designed to provide
an opportunity for social and
emotional growth as well as a
beginning adjustment to a more
formal school experience. The
program is based on the philosophy
that children learn more through
play.
Participants currently enrolled
in the New Horizons program
have first priority for registration.
All other Batavia Park District
residents need to bring in proof of
residency, birth certificate, updated
immunizations, and correct fees to
the Eastside Community Center,
14 N. Van Buren Street, from
January 7 - 25. On Monday, January
29 the lottery will take place for
new students. Parents will be
notified within a week regarding
enrollment. Non-residents may
enroll starting, January 31, 2007.
Parents must register their own
children. Faxes, mail and e-mails
will NOT be accepted for New
Horizons registration. A $10 nonrefundable registration fee and the
correct deposit is due to register (see
below). If a child drops out before
or during the program, and the spot
is filled BEFORE the next month
begins, then it is possible to get a

refund. Starting,
August 1, only a
50% refund will
be given. If the
spot is not filled,
the deposit is
forfeited. If your
child stays in
the program,
the deposit will
be applied to
any outstanding
fees with the
difference
refunded at the
end of the year.
If there are any questions or any
one is interested in observing New
Horizons, contact Nancy Feely,
Preschool Supervisor at 406-5282
ext. 2157.
• Children must be 2 ½ (30 months)
old by September 1, 2008 to
participate in the Wednesday
program.

Deposit Fees for
2008-2009 School Year
2½ yr. old program: W................. $55
3 yr. old program: T,TH................ $92
4 yr. old program: M,W,F........... $140
4 yr. old program: M,T,Th,F....... $185
5 yr. old program: M,T,Th,F . .... $200

• Children must be 3 years old by
September 1, 2008 to participate in
Tuesday/Thursday program.
• Children must be 4 years old by
September 1, 2008 to participate
in Monday/Wednesday/Friday
program.
• Children must be 5 years old by
December 1, 2008 to participate in
the Pre-Kindergarten program.
• Children must be potty trained,
except the 2 ½ year-old program
{see program description.}
• Please note: Due to the low
teacher/student ratio, the number
of students enrolled is limited.
Please call ahead to check for
availability.

Discounted Monthly Fees & Times for School Year 2008-2009

Monthly payments are due September through May. To receive the discounted rates (listed below)
payments need to be received BEFORE the 1st of the month. (Fees listed are resident rates.)
CODE
519210-1A
519210-1B
519210-1C
519210-1D
519210-1E
519210-1F
519210-1G
519210-1H

AGE
Age 2 ½ by 9/1/08
Age 2 ½ by 9/1/08
Age 3 by 9/1/08
Age 3 by 9/1/08
Age 4 by 9/1/08
Age 4 by 9/1/08
Age 4 by 9/1/08
Age 5 by 12/1/08

DAY
W
W
T/TH
T/TH
M/W/F
M/W/F
M/T/TH/F
M/T/TH/F

TIME
8:45-10:15 am
10:30-12:00 p.m.
9:30-11:30 am
12:30-2:30 p.m.
9:00-11:30 am
12:15-2:45 p.m.
9:05 – 11:35 a.m.
9:00-11:45 a.m

FEE
$55
$55
$92
$92
$140
$140
$185
$200
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bwcfashion@comcast.net or
contacting Patti at (630)4822348

LivingWell Cancer
Resource Center
Happenings

Ruth Kuester, a volunteer at the
Clothes Closet folds clothes. The
Batavia Clothes Closet is in need
of children’s clothes for the cold
winter months to come. To donate
or for more information, call the
Clothes Closet at (630) 406-0036

Tickets still available for Woman’s
Club luncheon
Time is running out, so
don’t hesitate to get your
tickets for the Batavia
Woman’s Club Luncheon
and Fashion Show benefiting the Valley Sheltered
Workshop. The Luncheon
and Fashion Show will
be held November 10 at
Eagle Brook Country Club
located at 2288 Fargo Blvd
in Geneva. There will be a
Basket Raffle, Silent Auction, Door Prizes and 50/50.
Doors open at 11am and
lunch served at 12:30pm
followed by fashions from
the Fashion Walk Shops.
Come early to enjoy harp
music played by young artist Rachel Lesnick while
viewing the many silent
auction items and baskets.
Tickets are $35 and can
be purchased by emailing
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Join LivingWell Cancer
Resource Center for a holiday week long celebration
Dec. 17-21. LivingWell will
be celebrating the holidays
daily with punch, Christmas desserts, holiday music
and much more. People are
welcome to drop in during
normal business hours of
9am-5pm and enjoy holiday
treats while spending time
with staff and volunteers.
Massage and Healing
Touch/Reiki as Complementary Healing Modalities
LivingWell provides a
quiet, safe place for people
living with cancer to enjoy
the benefits of massage
therapy. LivingWell has
three licensed, massage
therapists who offer their
time and work on different
days of the week. Each massage appointment is 30 minutes and a doctor’s release
is required. .
LivingWell also offers
Reiki/Healing Touch to participants. Reiki is an ancient
and sacred healing art that
creates a deeply meditative
and healing experience for
body, mind, and spirit. Participants receive Reiki fully
clothed through a series of
gentle, yet powerful hand
placements. Tension, stress
and pain diminish under
the warm and nurturing
touch of the therapist. LivingWell has two Reiki mas-

by Kish Pisani
ter practitioners.
Learn more about Massage and Reiki on December 4 from 7:30-9 pm.
Participants will learn
about the history, uses,
benefits and outcomes of
these modalities as well
as see demonstrations!
Contact LivingWell at
(630) 262-1111 to set up an
appointment for massage or
Reiki or to register.
Save the Date:
3rd Annual Wine Festival
Saturday,
February 25, 2008
For more information
about this invitation-only
event, please call Cheryl
Rabchuk at (630) 262-1111,
ext. 108.
LivingWell is located
at 1803 West State Street,
Geneva, IL. All programs
and services are provided
free of charge. For more
information please call
(630) 262-1111 or
livingwellcrc.org.

Delnor Women’s
Walk a huge
success
On September 23, 650
women, men and even a
few kids walked a 5-mile

path along the Fox River for
a very good cause – they
were raising money for
women’s services at Delnor.
This year’s Walk for Women’s Wellness marked the
seventh year for this popular annual event, which is
generously underwritten
by the Delnor-Community
Hospital Auxiliary and
Tasty Catering.
In addition to informational displays, walkers
were able to take advantage
of complimentary seated
massages performed by
Delnor-Community Health
& Wellness Center massage
therapists; osteoporosis heel
scans; and blood pressure
screenings conducted by
Elgin Community College
nursing students.
Next year’s Walk for
Women’s Wellness is set for
September 28.

BHS cheerleaders
flip for Elderday
Center
Batavia High School
Cheerleaders are raising funds to support the
Elderday Center located in
Batavia. Elderday provides
older adult day services and

Walk finish line – Walkers are cheered as they cross the finish line at the
7th Annual Delnor Walk for Women’s Wellness.

BHS Cheerleaders visit with Elderday Care Center in Batavia)

caregiver support. BHS
cheer teams are hosting an
open house on November 7
at 7pm at BHS titled “Flippin & Flyin For Elderday
Center.” The goal of the
team is to rease at least
$3,800 for Elderday. The
purpose of the fundraiser
is to help fill a wishlist of
items for Elderday. The presentation of the donation
will be on December 4 at
5:15 at BHS.
This is the third year
BHS cheer teams have
adopted a local organization. These mission projects
have been originated by
Coach Lynette Olexa. BHS
JV cheerleaders spent Monday afternoons in October
interacting with the senior
citizens. .

Batavia RSVP,
Inc. Medical
Assistance
Program seeks
applicants
Batavia RSVP, Inc. is
seeking applicants for its
Medical Assistance Program (MAP). This program
provides credits to be used
for prescription drugs at
Osco Pharmacy in Batavia.
The credits are awarded
on the basis of need with

consideration given to the

applicant’s income and unreimbursed payments for
prescription drugs. Applicants must be at least 65
years of age and live within
the city of Batavia, Batavia
Township or the Batavia
Park District.
An applicant can qualify
for this program with an
income of up to $24,000. If
the applicant has a spouse

or lives with one qualified additional resident
the income limit rises to
$32,000 and the limit rises
to $40,000 if two qualified
additional residents live
with the applicant.
Application forms may
be obtained by calling
the Batavia RSVP office at
(630) 406-9993, weekdays
between 9:30-11:30am
continued on page 42

continued from page 42
Neighbors of Batavia

Around the Block

Free carbon monoxide and smoke
detectors for qualified senior citizens
Qualified Senior Citizens
age 65 or older who are
residents of Batavia, Batavia
Township or the Batavia
Park District are eligible
for free carbon monoxide
and smoke detectors. There
is no charge for either the
detectors or the installation.
The Fire Department will
replace the batteries when
needed.
To receive a CO or smoke
detector, call the Batavia
RSVP office, (630)406-9993,
weekdays between 9:30 and
11:30am. This program

is jointly sponsored by
the Batavia Fire Department and RSVP to help
older citizens conform with
the Illinois law, enacted
in January 2007, which
requires all buildings that
use fossil fuel and have
sleeping rooms or have an
attached garage must have
an approved, operating carbon monoxide detector and
smoke detector installed
within 15 feet of any sleeping area.

Batavia Fire
Departments
moves in!
The members of Batavia
Fire Department would
like to remind citizens that
they have moved back into
newly rebuilt fire stations.
They also would like to
thank the residents for their
understanding during the
year of relocation. There
were many challenges to
overcome during that year.
Look for information
about an open house in
November and come see
the new quarters.

Batavia Mothers’
Club Foundation
thanks community
for successful
2007 Coat Drive
The Batavia Mothers’
Club Foundation is making sure more area families
stay warm this year, thanks
to a successful 2007 Coat
Drive, generating 359 coats
and 215 other winter items.
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Batavia
Enterprises, Inc.
recognized for
contributions to
the military

Construction is complete and members of the Batavia Fire Department are
enjoying the new station. Pictured at the west side station: Left to right:
Steve Hernandez, FF, PMFF Josh Olmstead, PMFF, Lt. Shawn Stephens,
Steve Smit, FFPM and Dave Denison, PM.

This represents an increase
of 100 coats and 50 winter
items. The Annual Coat
Drive was held September
10th through 21st and benefits area families in need.
Coats were collected for
infants through adults.
“We would like to thank
the people of Batavia for

their role in a record-breaking event,” says Nell Novak,
BMCF President. “We are
very proud of this community accomplishment.” All
items will be distributed
to Fox Valley area charities and shelters. For more
information, visit
bataviamothersclub.org.

Batavia CARES recently
presented a certificate of
appreciation to Batavia
Enterprises, Inc. for service
to the organization. The
certificate delivered to Batavia Enterprises, Inc. reads:
“On behalf of all the Officers, Non Commissioned Officers, and Soldiers of the 210th
Brigade Support Battalion,
210th Brigade Combat Team,
10th Mountain Division (LI),
we want to extend our sincere
thanks and appreciation for all
of the support we’ve received

from all of you. The support
that you show is indicative on
how patriotic and supportive
the people back at home are. It
is simply amazing to think of
the time and effort you and all
those who contributed spent
in coordinating, collecting,
packing, and mailing the treasures you have sent us. Your
generosity does wonders for
morale and honestly helps us

BMCF members Madhavi Davi’ and
Jen Rowe sort coats collected during
the 2007 Coat Drive.
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accomplish our mission over
here.” Signed by Anthony
L. Haycock MAJ, QM Battalion Executive Officer.
The certificate will
be displayed at Batavia
Enterprises, Inc. main
office and the flag will
be flown at the 106 W.
Wilson Street location.
The flag was flown over
the headquarters of the
Multi-National CorpsIraq in their honor during
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Judy Jackson, Director of Public Affairs at Fermilab, spoke at the
Batavia Women in Business August luncheon on “The History and
Future of Fermilab.” In appreciation, Julie Phillips, Chairperson of the
Batavia Women in Business, (left) presented Ms. Jackson with the book,
“John Gustafson’s Historic Batavia.” For more information on the
organization visit bataviachamber.org

Two Batavia Girl Scouts
receive national award

Ralph Gebes from Batavia CARES delivered
a United States flag along with a certificate
from the Department of the Army to Batavia
Enterprises, Inc. on Thursday October 4th.

Last chance!
Tickets for the Rotary Club of Batavia’s 19th Annual Corvette Raffle are
going fast. Ticket price is $100 with
only 800 tickets sold. The Grand Prize
is a 2008 Corvette Convertible (or
$40,000 cash) with seven other cash
prizes. Tickets are available at Avenue
Chevrolet. Call (630) 879-1255 for availability. The raffle will take place on
Saturday, November 17, 2007 at Avenue
Chevrolet, McKee and Randall. Ticket
purchasers are invited to attend a gathering at 6:30pm followed by the drawing at 7pm Proceeds are returned to
the community through donations to
various community social programs.
The Rotary Club of Batavia meets at
Apple Villa Restaurant on Randall Rd.
Tuesdays at 7:15am.

Anne Flaherty and
Hilary Walker utilized
style and flair to earn
their Girl Scout Gold
Award, the highest
honor in Girl Scouting.
Anne Flaherty The award is attained
by only about 5,500
Girl Scouts nationwide. By creating the “Sunnyside
Clothing Drive,” the
girls collected new and
gently-used fashionable clothing from local
businesses and help a
Hilary Walker
shopping day at The
Larkin Center in Elgin for older children. The girls were able to complete
their project with additional help
from local churches, schools and their
peers.
Both girls were seniors at Rosary
High School last year and members
of Batavia’s Girl Scout troop #26 and
under the leadership of Dorothy
Leone of Batavia.
The Girl Scout Gold Award is a
national award that represents a girl’s
commitment to herself and her community.

Group Health,
Life, Dental
and more…

HOME DECOR FABRICS &
SERVICES 3 630-269-3071
www.designerbargainfabrics.com

Kristen Beth Offenbecher • 630-792-0750
www.kastelinsurancepartners.com
Member of the Batavia Chamber of Commerce

BATAVIA
SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 2007

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

5
Bridge
Construction
Coffee
Andre’s Restaurant
8:30am

Ask a Scientist
Lecture and Tour
Fermilab
1-4pm

6

Leaf Collection
West Side

Don't forget to fall
back and change your
clocks and smoke
detector batteries

11
Children’s Author
Library
2pm

12

13

Children’s Book
Week
Library
Nov. 12-18

Chamber Breakfast
with the Mayor
Lincoln Inn
7:30am

Family Storytime
Library
7pm

Book Discussion
Library
7:30pm

Spanish Harlem
Orchestra
Fermilab
8pm

Fermilab Film
Society
The Great Dictator
Fermilab
8pm

kish@emeraldmarketing.com

4

3

2
Drop-In Storytime
Library
10am (0-35 mos.)
& 1pm (3-6 yrs)

Please send your event information to

Local Authors Fair
Library
1-4pm

SATURDAY

7

8

BHS Cheer
Flippin’ & Flyin’
Elderday
7pm

Chamber
Luncheon
Delnor Hospital
11:30am

Parent Academy
Deb DiSandro
BHS
7pm

Anime Club
Library
7pm

14

9

10
Woman’s Club
Luncheon
Eagle Brook CC
11am

The Nerd
BHS
7:30pm

Clifford Visits
Library
1pm
The Nerd
BHS
7:30pm

15
Books Between
Bites
Library
noon

16
In Search of our
Universe’s Missing
Mass and Energy
Fermilab
8pm

17
Rotary Corvette
Raffle
Avenue Chevrolet
6:30pm
Living Well
Holiday Week
Nov. 17-21

Leaf Collection
East Side

18

19
Quilt Novelist
Library
7pm

20
Movie at the
Library
1pm

Leaf Collection
West Side

25

26
Leaf Collection
East Side
(final pick-up)

21
Children’s Bingo
Library
11am
Library closes
5pm

27

28
Anime Club
Library
7pm

22
Library closed

Happy
Thanksgiving!

29
Gingerbread
House Program
Library
7pm

23
Celebration of
Lights
Riverwalk
5:30-7:30pm

30

24

Kathy Barkei– Realtor
"Your hometown Real
Estate specialist"
Cell: 630.779.0615
barkeik@aol.com

BATAVIA
SUNDAY

DECEMBER 2007

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
Please send your event information to
kish@emeraldmarketing.com

2
Ask a Scientist
Lecture and Tour
Fermilab
1-4pm

9

3

4

Bridge
Construction
Coffee
Andre’s Restaurant
8:30am

Learn about
Massage
Living Well Center
7:30-9pm

6

7
Drop-In Storytime
Library
10am (0-35 mos.)
1pm (3-6 yrs.)

Family Storytime
Library, 7pm

Mistletoe Magic
Downtown,
6:30-9pm

Leaf Collection
West Side
(final pick-up)

Fermilab Film Society
Memento, 8pm

10

11
Women in
Business
Holiday lunch
Eagle Brook CC
11:30am

16

5

17

18

12
Chamber new
member breakfast
8am

19

13

14

8
Holiday Breakfast
with Santa
Shannon Hall
8:30am

15

Books Between
Bites
Library
noon

Cookie Walk
United Methodist
Church
10am

Anime Club
Library
7pm

Christine Lavin
Fermilab
7:30pm

20

21

22

28

29

Books Between
Bites
Library
noon

23

24
Library closed

30

31
Library closes
noon

25
Library closed

Merry
Christmas!

26

27
Board Game
Challenge
Library
11am

Movie at the
Library
11am

One Stop
For All Your
Jewelry Needs
Fine Jewelry
Custom Jewelry
Designer Collections
Engagement & Bridal
Batavia Bulldog Jewelry
Diamonds and Gemstones
Expert Repairs Performed On Site

Things to do before the holidays begin...
Stop in, shop, and ﬁll out a “Wish List” card
(we’ll even send a reminder to your loved ones to let them know your card is on ﬁle)

Join our e-mail list - “The Friends of Karen”
Special discounts & birthday gifts just for joining
News, events, and special promotions
Go to www.khollisjewelers.com and sign up today!

Schedule a custom jewelry design consultation with Karen
Transform your unworn jewelry into a special new design
We can bring all your jewelry ideas to life

Whether you are looking to spend $18 or $18,000,
you’ll always ﬁnd the perfect gift at K.Hollis Jewelers
147 S. Randall Road, Batavia
Next to Jewel/Osco
www.khollisjewelers.com
(630) 879-8003

